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School times: 
Our staggered intake for Year 1 is slightly different this year, as we, as a school, must follow government guidelines in relation to social distancing measures - Covid 19.

· The school year for Year 1 will begin with a staggered intake during the month of September. 

· From Tuesday 1st to Tuesday 8th September, the children will come into school in groups of 2, (9.10am – 12.00pm). Your child’s starting date is on the front of this booklet.

· From Wednesday 9th until Friday 25th September – All Year 1 children will stay in school until 12.00pm. They will arrive in school from this date with siblings. ( More details will follow)
· From Monday 28th September until Friday 2nd October, the children will stay in school for their lunch/school dinner and will go home at 1.00pm. 

Lunchtime is from 12.00pm – 12.45pm (including outside play). 
During these uncertain times and in order to encourage the ‘protective bubble’, which the government are encouraging schools, to put into practice, all children throughout the school will eat their lunch/school dinner in their classrooms or if weather permits, we will sit outside on the picnic benches to eat our lunch. They will also play outside in their own class groups.
· From Monday 5th October, all Year 1 children will remain in school for their full school day until 2.00pm.

· You are asked to leave your child outside the Year 1 / 2 classroom from 9.10am, where Mrs. Taggart will greet and welcome you both, take your child’s temperature (if permitted to do so by the parent), and then, Mrs Mulryan, the Foundation Stage classroom assistant will assist your child into the cloakroom, where your child will wash and sanitise their hands before entering the classroom. 
School dinners cost * £2.60 per day, £13.00 per week. * subject to change.
This phasing in process is to ensure that your child has a very positive experience from their first day and especially during these unprecedented times, the health and safety of our children and staff is at the forefront of all our routines this term.
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Breaktime:  
· Break-time starts at 10.15am and ends at 10.45am. This session includes 15 minutes outside play. Children have the option of ordering milk for each term. Milk for Term 1 (Sept – Dec) costs £10.00. Water can be provided during this snack time, instead of milk.
· We also encourage and promote a healthy snack at this time. Your child is allowed to bring in a piece of fruit or vegetable or a small bread based snack eg, breadsticks or a pancake, to eat. Yoghurts/cheese based snacks are not permitted at this time. Please limit the snack to one piece of fruit or vegetable or the bread option – not both fruit and bread, as break-time can pass very quickly. 
· To further help your child settle into this new routine, please choose an appropriate snack pot, if necessary, in which your child will be able to open/close the pot independently or alternatively you can put their snack into a recyclable plastic sandwich bag. Please place their snack in their red reading bag, not their lunch bag, to allow for easy access when they will be encouraged to carry out their morning routine as independently as possible. Writing their name on the skin of a banana/orange peel can also help develop their independence at this time.
Please note that we have children in the school with a nut allergy. Please make sure that any food your child brings into school for lunch contains no traces of nuts. If your child has any specific dietary requirements or food allergies please alert us to these immediately.
Hometime:
· The times for home-time vary over the first month for Year 1.
Please ensure your child is collected promptly from school at that time, as the class teacher is re-deployed within the school in other subject areas. Small children are very tired after a busy day and waiting around can seem very long for them. They can worry if you are not there to collect him/her. You can collect your child from the Year 1 / 2 Classroom, where they will be waiting for you with the class teacher. 
· Due to child protection reasons, we cannot release your child to people unknown to us. Please let us know if another person is collecting your child by ringing Mrs Carson, our secretary in the office, (during office opening hours).
· If relevant to you, please ensure you inform both afterschools AND us, the school, if any pick up arrangements have been changed. Being unaware of any changes can cause confusion at hometime between ourselves and afterschools and may in turn, cause unnecessary worry to your child.

School Uniform:
Children are required to wear full school uniform Monday to Thursday inclusive. P.E Uniform can be worn each Friday. The school uniform consists of:

· Grey V – necked jumper or cardigan with school crest

· White shirt or blouse 

· Red tie

· Grey trousers or skirt/pinafore

· Black shoes (not trainers)

· White/grey socks or tights

Please ensure that children wear suitable shoes at all times. Velcro fastening shoes would be appreciated.
PE Day
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P.E Day for Year 1 have yet to be confirmed for the coming academic year. So that the children can get a full PE session, the children are asked to come into school on a P.E Day wearing their PE kit. Children will remain in their P.E uniform for the rest of that day. 

Our PE Kit consists of:

· A pair of black tracksuit bottoms

· A white polo – shirt

· Red sweatshirt with school crest

· Trainers (velcro fastenings would be appreciated)

All parts of children’s school uniform and PE uniform must be clearly labelled with their name, including coats, schoolbags and lunchboxes. This may have to be done again later in the year as names can wash off. We cannot be responsible for items of clothing that get lost.

All parts of the school uniform are available for you to buy from Select Kidz in Omagh. If you prefer to buy your child’s school uniform from a different store, the school crest can be ordered through Mrs Carson in the office.
Reading Bags

Children will be given a red reading bag at the beginning of the year. They are asked to bring this bag into school everyday. These bags are for reading books, home school message book and school notes which need to be sent home. We would appreciate if nothing else was stored in them. Please kindly refrain from sending a school bag into school with your child. Having the red reading bag (and possibly a lunch bag) are sufficient belongings for our young children at this stage of the year, to try and remember in helping them to organise themselves. Also, the cloakroom can become very ‘busy and cluttered’ if there is too much on the pegs, which can become overwhelming or confusing for the children.
Sending Money to school
If you are sending money with your child to school, please send it in the envelopes provided, labelled with the child’s name and what the money is for. You can put the money inside your child’s red reading bag which is checked each morning.
Cloakroom
From day 1, your child will be encouraged to hang up their own coat and red reading bag on their own peg, (it will be labelled with their name). Please practise this routine with your child at home. Please also ensure your child has confidence in taking off and putting on their own coat.

Lunchboxes will be placed in the shelf underneath their peg.

In the interests of Child Protection and Safeguarding, the outside door of the mobile classroom will remain locked during the school day. Please report to reception if access to the mobile is required during this time. 
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Home / School Communication 
· In your child’s red reading bag, you will find a ‘Home School Messages’ book. This is for you to write any important or urgent messages, questions or concerns regarding your child, for the attention of the class teacher. It may be that your child is feeling unwell / they may need to be picked up early / appointments etc. Mrs. Taggart will look at these books on a daily basis and if necessary, write a message for your attention.
· If / when communicating arrangements regarding after school care, please ensure you inform both myself and the Playgroup (if appropriate), if your child is going to afterschool’s on a particular day, as explained earlier.
· Please check the ‘Home School Message’ book every night in case the class teacher has a message for you and acknowledge receipt of this note by a signature and/or short message (if appropriate).
· If at any stage you have a concern about your child, their behaviour or their well being, please let us know. We can only sort something out if we know about it! We would appreciate it greatly if you could arrange appointments to see the class teacher. Any appointments made can be arranged by writing a short message in your child’s home school message book to arrange a suitable time to meet with Mrs Taggart, or a phone call may suffice.

· Your child will also receive a note every Monday from the principal, Mrs McCallan, regarding whole school issues. You may also receive a note / Monthly Newsletter from the class teacher on that day. Please ensure you check your child’s red reading bag every Monday for any important notes.

· In the interests of all children’s emotional well - being, party invitations are not permitted to be distributed under any circumstances, either inside school or at the school gates.
· We have a facility where the school can text you at home with reminders, messages. It may be to let you know that we may arrive late back to school from a trip, a reminder to you about an appointment. 
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Catholic ethos and values 
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Parents are the first educators of our children. There is an expectation from all staff, at St. Patrick’s, that Catholic and moral values have already been introduced to and practised as part of day to day living in your family home. Can your child make the sign of the cross? Say some short prayers with him/her at night and in the morning. If you are passing the local Church during the day, take your child in for a visit.

As a Catholic School, the teachings of the gospel are at the heart of all we do at St. Patrick’s. Developing your child’s spiritual and moral well being is central to all areas of learning. The children will follow the ‘Grow in Love’ scheme of work in Religion where they will listen to stories related to their own lives about treating each other with respect and will listen to and become familiar with simple Bible stories. Each month we will introduce the children to a different value. For example, September is the month of Kindness. This will be our focus for discussions in Religion. 
Catholic and moral values taught in school need to be reinforced in the home. 
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Learning through Play in Year One 
Play is a valuable learning experience for children in which they learn and develop many skills. Play – based activities provide an opportunity to allow your child to explore, discover and draw their own conclusions. Through play, children discover more about the world they live in and the roles people play in the world. This Play is well planned and is a very essential step in your child’s development and he/she must have

reached certain stages before he/she can attempt formal work. Therefore, play forms an integral part of the Year One child’s day. Your child will be introduced to play situations such as;

· Pliable materials Play 
· Imaginative Play
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Water Play

· Sand Play

· Small World Play

· Construction Play

· I.C.T Play

· Table Top Play

· Creative Play and Aesthetic Play

· Outdoor Play

Phonics Scheme

The pupils will use a range of strategies to teach them about sounds and rhyme. The main phonics scheme we use at St. Patrick’s is the ‘Sounds-Write’ phonic programme. Please see attached further details for your information in relation to the Sounds – Write phonic programme.
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Reading in Year One 
The Revised Curriculum is now well embedded and this has resulted in changes in the teaching strategies in the classroom. A large part of this involves teaching through play and activities – something which we have been practicing for many years. Reading in Year One will begin with the development of early reading skills. This will involve lots of shared and modelled reading as a whole class and language, sequencing and predicting activities related to rhymes and stories read. There will be an emphasis on the teaching of sounds and phonological strategies.  

When your child is ready for more formal reading, they will receive their weekly ‘reading book’. Please do not be alarmed or worried if your child does not receive a ‘reading book’ immediately because as explained, a great deal of pre-reading and background work is required before a child is able to attempt to read a book.
Positive Behaviour within our classrooms

We expect that children behave appropriately in our classrooms, in the dinner hall and in the playground. Children will be rewarded and praised when displaying a positive attitude to all areas of school life. The class will aim to follow our whole school ‘Golden Rules’. Inappropriate behaviour will be dealt with by the class teacher, and if necessary the principal will be informed.
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Our Golden Rules are; 
· We work hard

· We are kind and helpful

· We are gentle

· We are honest

· We listen

· We look after property

A majority of time in the first term in Year 1 is spent establishing routines, rules, developing listening and attention skills and learning how to work and play co – operatively together.
Rewards 

Lunchtime rewards

When your child displays good behaviour and follows the lunchtime rules, they will receive a sticker from the lunch room supervisor. 
Individual rewards

The Golden Rules in Year1 / 2 will be discussed with the children at the beginning of the year. These rules are in place to allow for effective teaching and learning to take place. Your child is expected to follow these Golden Rules. If and when they adhere to these rules, they will receive a ‘pom pom’ to ‘fill their bucket’. For every 6 pom poms your child receives, they can choose a non – sweet treat from the ‘treat box’! Stickers and Certificates will also continue as an individual reward for good work and good behaviour.

Children are also rewarded at the end of the week for their positive behaviour through ‘Golden Time’. This is a special time when the children are allowed to play together freely, play educational games, go to the outdoor classroom, make arts and crafts, a ‘cinema’ afternoon etc.

Group rewards

Your child will be working with a group of children when completing activities during the school day. Each group has been named by a minibeast. When the group follow these Golden Rules and can work well together, displaying signs of sharing, taking turns and teamwork, this will be noted by the teacher. The group will build up ‘poms poms’ in their ‘group bucket’. At the end of each week, the teacher will count who has the most pom poms and will be announced as the ‘Table of the Week’ and they will receive a treat from the treat box!
Whole school rewards

We use ‘The Pupil of the Week’ reward system. This award will be presented to any child who displays excellent behaviour and is able to follow the Golden Rules. During assembly on a Thursday, the pupil of the week from every class will be announced. The child will receive a certificate which they can proudly take home to show mummy and daddy! They will also get the chance to take our famous class puppet, ‘Claude’ home for the weekend. This award is linked to our monthly value and all ‘Pupil of the Week’ certificates will be displayed on our achievements display, in the main entrance.
Sanctions/Consequences

It is important to realise that when a child finds it difficult to follow these Golden Rules they understand that there is a consequence for their actions and that these actions are followed through. As it is so important to reward and praise children when they do the right thing, it is also important to have sanctions in place when rules are not being followed.

If your child finds it difficult to follow the rules in class, they will receive a verbal warning. If this behaviour persists, they will receive a yellow card (a visual warning). If this behaviour continues your child will receive a red card. If a red card is issued, the following sanctions may be used depending on the circumstances.

· The child will lose some of their play-time outside

· Time-out / Sit by the Thinking Cloud, for a short period of time.

· The referral to the principal.

You will be able to familiarise yourself with more detailed information regarding Golden Time. All notes regarding rewards and sanctions will be reviewed at the end of each term.

Year One Homework ( * subject to change * )
Year One will receive their homework book at the beginning of October. This work will be mainly play – based and practical. Some weeks there will be an activity or 2 which I have glued into the pack for you to complete together. The main thing is to enjoy doing it together – take a break if your child becomes tired or disinterested. Please refer to ‘Reading in Year One’ for Thursday homework
As part of homework, a shared reading book will be sent home with your child. Every Thursday, your child will choose a library book which they can read with you for homework that night. You are encouraged to read to / with your child, talk about the pictures and the story as a whole. Your child can draw and colour a picture about the story. Please write a short comment and sign your child’s work on completion.
Your child will get their homework book on a Monday. They can complete their activities between Monday and Thursday night. Homework and shared reading books will be collected in school on a Friday.
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How you can help your child at home 
The most precious thing you can give your child is time. This may not always be easy but experience has shown that it is well worth the effort.

Year 1 Newsletter

Each month your child will receive a newsletter informing you of the areas and topics covered that month in class and how you can help at home regarding these areas. Please keep in a safe place at home for your own reference.

· Say your prayers daily with your child. Can they bless themselves? 

· Set up some ‘Golden Rules’ in your home. Talk to your child about the importance of rules and why they are important in keeping us safe and happy.

· Talk to your child about the importance of taking responsibility for their actions and the importance of showing respect, politeness, kindness, friendship to others.

· Teach your child about resilience. Especially in this world, our young people are growing up in, they need to be able to understand that things are not always going to go the way they had hoped and they need to be taught and learn strategies they can use to become more resilient against defeat or how they can use a mistake to help them improve.
· Draw your child’s attention to words and numbers everywhere – on buses, road signs, street names, T.V advertisements, on packets, in shops etc.

· Encourage your child to look at pictures in books, magazines and catalogues. Talk about the pictures with him/her. Get him/her to tell you what is happening in the picture and what they think might happen next.

· Count things around your house with your child – shoes, tins, packets, steps, chairs etc. Draw attention to numbers all around – on houses, car number plates, telephone numbers, numbers on coins and numbers on a clock face.

· Let your child help with setting the table – one spoon, cup, plate etc for each person.

· Filling a jug with water using words like empty, full, overflowing etc.

· Let him/her sort items-cutlery, buttons, socks, shoes

· Allow your child to handle money and observe the figures on these.
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Read stories to your child every day and especially at bedtime. Your child will have unlimited access to the class library and books will be brought home regularly.

I hope this information proves useful for you as we all begin an exciting, new term in Year One.

We are all looking forward to the year ahead! 
Mrs. Claire Taggart

( Year 1 / 2 Class Teacher)
